
 
 

LANDSCAPE PLANS 
APPLICANT’S GUIDE 

 
NOTE TO THE PUBLIC:  Please use this checklist to determine whether your landscape plan is 
complete before you submit it for review.  Unacceptable or incomplete applications will result in delays 
of your project. 
 
A landscape Plan Application consists of the following: 
 
1. Landscape Plan including details and specifications. 
2. Irrigation Plan including details and specifications. 
3. Water Management Plan 
4. Additional information and/or material listed below. 
 
PART I:  Materials to be submitted to the Zoning Counter. 
 
a. A completed and signed application form DPLU #346. 
 
b. Two copies of the landscape plan, irrigation plan, water management plan and any other required 

plan specified in the notice of decision conditional approval or resolution of approval of the 
discretionary permit requiring the landscape plan.  Two additional copies are required if the 
project will be using reclaimed water.  The landscape plan must match the existing County 
approved map or plot plan and address all conditions relating to landscaping contained in the permit 
and the landscape water conservation ordinance. 

c. If the landscape plan being submitted is associated with any other previous discretionary process or 
permit, such as a use permit, subdivision or site plan, or other permit such as a grading permit, 
please list below the DPLU/DPW case number of the permit(s). 

 
Associated permit nos. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
*NOTE: 
The entire conditional approval or resolution of approval that is associated with the above 
listed permit(s) must be submitted with this application.  Also, if the conditions of approval 
include language that refers to a conceptual landscape plan, or other document (with regard 
to landscaping or revegetation), then those documents must also be submitted with this 
application. 

 
d. Two copies of a Stormwater Management Plan.  (Refer to Stormwater Management Plan 

Requirements handout for further information.) 
 
e. Applicable Fees. 
 
 Except that projects prepared by a California licensed landscape architect will not be charged a fee 

at intake provided the following requirement is met: 
 

Each sheet must contain the following statement along with the landscape architect’s stamp and 
signature.  The statement is:  “I find that this sheet conforms to the accepted landscape 
architectural standards of practice and is in compliance with the requirements listed in 
Section 6713a.1. (i. through v.) of the San Diego County Zoning Ordinance.” 

 
NOTE:  NO PLANS WILL BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT THIS STATEMENT: 
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The fee will be determined on a time and materials basis as per Section 6713a.2. (i. through iv).  
The applicant will be notified as to the amount. 

 
NOTE:  ANY PLANS SUBMITTED BY A CIVIL ENGINEER, ARCHITECT OR LANDSCAPE 

CONTRACTOR ARE REQUIRED TO PAY THE STANDARD REVIEW FEE AT INTAKE. 
 

PART II:  General Requirements. 
 
a. The landscape plan must be legible, professionally prepared and be a print of an original drawing.  

No Xerox copies or Xerox reductions. 
 
b. Size:  Must be standard 24” X 36” blueprint sheets.  Any other size is not acceptable. 

c. Scale:  1” = 20’ or smaller (such as: 1” = 10’ 1” = 5’). 

d. The plans must show both plants and irrigation for all areas that are required to be landscaped. 

PART III:  Additional Requirements. 
 
a. As stated in Part 1.b. above, two additional copies of the entire landscape plan are required when 

the project will be using reclaimed water.  The additional copies are for review by the Department of 
Health Services. 

 
Project will be using reclaimed water.   Yes ______________  No _____________ 
 
b. The County requires the use of drought tolerant plants for most areas of the project.  A suggested 

plant list of drought tolerant species is available from the Planning Department cashier. 
 
c. Plans must meet the requirements of the County of San Diego Landscape Water Conservation 

Ordinance and Design Manual.  Copies are available from the Planning Department Cashier. 
 
PART IV:  Landscape Plan. 
 
In preparing your landscape plan, your must meet the requirements placed on your project by the 
County.  It is advisable, sometimes, to have a pre-application meeting to discuss the conditions of your 
particular project.  Please contact the Zoning Counter regarding pre-application appointments.  A per 
hour fees is charged for this service.  Planting that ultimately may interfere with overhead utilities or cast 
shade on solar panels or block views of traffic are inappropriate while the provision of safe, easy 
pedestrian and bicycle access to the project is very appropriate. 
 
The following items must be included in your landscape plan: 
 
a. Location, name, size and quantity of all plants. 
 
b. Soil amending, planting instructions, soils analysis report with appropriate actions, and mulches 

applied to all bare soil area of 2” or more. 
 
c. All buildings, property lines paving, fences walls and above ground utilities. 
 
d. A finish grading note such as:  All landscape areas shall be finish graded to remove rocks and to 

ensure surface drainage away from buildings 
 
e. Provide details, specifications, guarantees and necessary notes on all parking plans.  Details of 

walls, fences, lighting and paving may be required. 
 
f. All decorative turf shall not exceed 15% of the total landscape area. 
 
g. Designed in accordance with the County’s landscape conservation ordinance. 
 
PART V:  Irrigation Plan. 
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You must provide irrigation for all landscaping that is required by the County.  A complete irrigation 
system, built to County and professional standards, is required on most projects.  A complete irrigation 
plan must show the following items: 
 
a. Use of water conservation irrigation systems for all projects. 
 
b. Water meter location, size and available pressure. 
 
c. A backflow prevention device per the Uniform Plumbing Code (include make and model number). 
 
d. Location, depth, size and type of pressure and lateral lines.  Use of sleeves for pipes under 

driveways and paved surfaces. 
 
e. Location, size and type of valves and sprinklers (give make and model number in an irrigation 

legend). 
 
f. Show details, such as water filters and pressure regulators on any drip irrigation systems. 
 
g. Avoid sprinkler risers in corners, along walls and parking areas. 
 
h. Use check valves/anti-drain valves on slopes where needed. 
 
i. Include an over spray note such as:  “Field adjust all sprinklers to eliminate over spray onto 

sidewalks or drives.” 
 
j. Provide details/specifications and guarantees on all irrigation plans. 
 
k. Provide a water management plan. 
 
l. Drip irrigation for appropriate areas is highly encouraged. 
 
PART V:  Application Processing 
 
As stated above, all applications for a Landscape Plan must meet the above requirements.  Incomplete 
applications will not be accepted; or if accepted, will be returned to the applicant. 
 
Processing Time: 
 
First Check:  The first plan check turn around time is 3 weeks from the date of submittal.  Pleas return 
the corrected plans to the Zoning Counter with a copy of the plan check letter.  Plans will not be 
accepted without this letter. 
 
Second Check:  The second plan check turn around time is 1 week after resubmittal. 
 
Third Check:  The third plan check turn around time is 1 week after resubmittal.  NOTE:  If the 
landscape plan is not acceptable after the third plan check, a new fee and application will be required in 
order to continue. 
 
Upon completion of the Landscape Plan process, a letter of certification by the project’s Landscape 
Architect stating that the landscaping has been installed in accordance with the approved plans must be 
provided to the County prior to final occupancy of any structure or use of the property.  The letter should 
be submitted to the Building Inspector and a copy sent to the County Landscape Architect.  Spot 
inspections of the property will be made by County staff to determine compliance with all aspects of the 
approved plans.  Any plan changes in excess of 10% will require a new landscape plan to be submitted 
along with new fees/deposits.  Changes less that 10% may be approved administratively.  Please 
discuss any anticipated modifications with the County Landscape Architect prior to filing with the 
Department. 
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